HOW A STATE WAS FOUNDED
great theocratic and absolute monarchies of Europe have fallen."
"And yet the war was not worth the price paid for it," I contradicted. "Let me come back to your masterpiece, how you constructed a State where there was none and brought the Great Powers to accept it."
"Through an army without its country," he said cheerily. "Such a thing had never been before. Briand was the first to understand it. But don't forget that we had our own State in the time of Maria Theresa and that we were always politically prepared for our independence."
"Dr. Benes first won Briand over?"
"From Paris Benes worked everything, untiringly. I doubt very much if I could have managed the whole thing without Benes. It was a lucky circumstance that the two of us were there, he working more on details, but always guided by the Idea, and I myself working more in the constructive sphere of ideas. It was this collaboration between us both that led to success."
"And did Briand allow himself to be readily won over?"
"He was a sort of Bohemian, as you know, but